INTELLIGENCE TESTS

age round about sixteen* This fact has led to much con-
troversy, and must be discussed later. But the difikiulty
in connection with intelligence quotients to which it gives
rise can be obviated by giving up the use of the I.Q and
substituting another measure the Percentile Rank, instead.
This is the rank vrhich any individual would have among
100 unselected individuals, the most intelligent of these
being ranked 100, and the least intelligent 1, the average
man being at number 50. Thus a pertentile rank of S3 4
means that the individual so designated is more intelligent
than 83 4 per cent, of the whole population, but not so
intelligent as the remaining 16 6 per cent. The word
population here means those with whom we can reasonably
compare him. In the case of a twelve-year-old English
boy it would mean all English boys of his age, which in
practice we might take to mean boys born in the same
month of the same year, perhaps. For adults the " popu-
lation " is all adults of the same race. An I Q of 120
corresponds approximately to a P R, of 95, an I Q of 80
to a P.R. of 5, an I.Q, of 100 to a P R of 50 Each method
has its advantages and its disadvantages. The I.Q. is best
for children up to about fourteen, but thereafter the
P R. is better.1

The Binet Tests were individual, and took approximately
an hour to give to each child. The desire for Group Tests
which during an hour could be administered to a number
of children simultaneously had often been expressed, and
some progress had been made in their construction, when
the demand was intensified suddenly by the decision of
the American Army authorities, advised by a committee
of psychologists, to submit all recruits to such tests in
order to assist in selecting officers, to enable platoons to
be equalized in average intelligence, to enable squad training
to be done at different speeds by the more or the less

1 Or certain other measures based on the P R , such as the " sigma- "
rating*
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